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Substance
• Out of which (etheric, initiating)

Form
• According to which
• Immaterial, intelligible not sensible.  
• Animates (not informs) the Matter
• Power to act
• Quality

Matter
• Out of which (immediate)
• Material, sensible not intelligible
• Quantity

Composite
The subject, the thing being examined, the only Actuality

Concepts, Introduction
I have not introduced the concepts, or the diagram, properly
Each concept will be covered in progressive iterations

Diagram
Hierarchic Set diagram (not Venn)
Dotted line = Potential
Solid line = Actual
Colour (fill) = material: sensible, not intelligible
No colour (no fill) = immaterial: intelligble, not sensible
Italics = Aristotle's own words (neglected in the Modern era))

Composition
• All things in the universe (except two) are composites

Substance
Chair substance

Form
Blueprint of chair

Matter
Set of prepared & turned 
oak wood
(not oak tree)

Composite
Chair

Vehicle[ Composition ]

Composition • Chair
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Substance
• Out of which (etheric, initiating)

Form
• According to which
• Immaterial, intelligible not sensible.  
• Animates (not informs) the Matter
• Power to act
• Quality

Matter
• Out of which (immediate)
• Material, sensible not intelligible
• Quantity

Composite
The subject, the thing being examined, the only Actuality

Substance
Vegetable substance

Form • Vegetative Soul
Nutritive
Appetite

Nutrition

Matter
Vegetable body

Composite
Living vegetable

Vehicle[ Composition ]

Plant, Vegetable
• The principle of life
• The cause of its existence
• [through which the thing] partakes in the divine, in eternity
• Defined in three levels

not parts, the soul is a single integral unit

Substance
Animal substance Form • Vegetative Soul

Nutritive
Appetite

Nutrition

Animal

Form • Sensual Soul
Sensitive
Mobility
Appetite

Concupiscent
Irascible

Matter
Animal body

Composite
Living animal

Substance
Human substance Form • Vegetative Soul

Nutritive
Appetite

Nutrition

Human Being

Form • Sensual Soul
Sensitive
Mobility
Appetite

Concupiscent
Irascible

Matter
Human body

Form • Rational Soul
Rational

Intellect 
Function: Know ➞ Truth

Will
Function: Love ➞ Good

Memory
Appetite

Truth or the world
Good or sensuality

Composite
Living human being
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